LESSON 289

LIGHT AND LIFE
Related Scripture: Johm 9:18-34

KEY VERSE: “Then spake Jeésus
again unto them, saying, I am the light
of the world: he that followeth me shall
not walk in darkness, but shall have the
light of life.’—John 8:12.

Lesson Scripture: John 9:1-7, 3541

Introduction:

Natural Ught differs from darkness
anly to those who have natural eyes able
to see. Likewise spiritual Hght i mean-~
ingful only to those who have spiritual
eyes or spiritual understanding (Eph.
1:18) able to discern spiritual things.
(X Cor. 2:14.)

However, one pgreat difference here
among the fallen descendants of Adam
is that natural vision iz normal, while
gpiritual vislon is ahnormal. That 1is,
most men are able to see natural light
through natural eyes, but only the born
again, a tiny minerity of mankind, are
gifted with spiritual vision.

Consequently the persons born in
natural blindness are generally com-
vinced by the overwhelming testimony
of those who can see that there is such
a thing as natural sight—something

~they have never experlenced. But the
spiritually blind seem to themselves to

be normal; they are surrounded by
others as blind as themselves. Those
who claim spiritual vision are the ones
who seem abnormal, speaking of things
that seem strange and improbable to
most men.

In view of these facts, it is not at all
surprising that, unlike the mnaturally
blind, the spiritually blind are unaware
of their destitute condition, and com-
monly refuse to believe that there is or
even to consider that there may be such
a thing as spiritual light and spiritual
sight. Only the grace of God, only the
power of His word and His Spirit, can
make effective and convincing the weak
and scattered testimony of a small mi-
nority of believers amid the general
darkness or blindness of this world,

Qur lesson this week records the mi-
raculous healing of a case of natural
blindness. It 1llustrates the much
greater miracle that God works every
time He brings a lost sout from the
darkness of sin to the light of the gos-
pel. For an outline we note:

1. Blindness, John 9:1-3
a. Congenital condition, 1
b. Common confusion, 2
c. Concise correction, 3
2. Beneficence, John 9:4-7
a. Work in the world, 4, 5
b. Working a wonder, 6, 7
3. Bellef, John 9:35-38
a. Question of falth, 35
b. Quintessence of faith, 36, 37
¢. Quickness of falth, 38
4. Belllgerence, John 9:39-41
a. World and reverses, 39
b. Words and refusal, 40
¢. Wickedness remaining, 41

Notes on the Printed Text:

Blindness, John 9:1-3.

As already stated, naturael blindness
can illustrate for us the more pitiable
condition of spiritual blindness. We may
further note that natural blindness is a
handicap only in this present world; but
spiritusl blindness, if not cured by the
grace of God, means darkness and mis-
ery for eternity,

Congenital Condition, 1.

“Blind from birth"”‘'describes the spir-
itual condition of us all. There is no
such thing as an innocent baby: ‘“The
wicked are esiranged from the womb;
they go astray as soon as they be born,
speaking lies." (Ps. 58:3.) Men do not
become sinners because of unfortunate
environment, no¥ can any amount of
education or culture malke them any-
thing but educated and cultured sinners,
We were born with a sinful nature, and
only a miracle of divine grace can re-
store us to the Image of our Creator.

Common Cenfusion, 2.

While 1t 1s true in a general sense that
all the afflictions and woes of men are a
consequence of sin, it does not by any
means follow that every particular
affliction is & dlrect consequence of some
particular sin. Appearently the disciples
of Jesus shared the common confusion
of thought on this point. Thelr suppoail- -
tion that the man might have sinned be-
fore he was born was as errcneous as
thelr supposition that his blindness
might be the result of some sin by his

parents,
Concise Correction, 3.

Jesus corrected their speculations
with a few words. This man's blindness
was not a result of any particular ain,
elther by him or by his parents: God
had permitted it to provide the occasion
for the miracle that was scon to be
manifested, ’

Beneficence, John $:4-7,

To the eye of faith, all creation mani-
fests the goodness and glory of the
Creator. ¥et this evidence is sadly
matrred and obscured by the effects of
sin, Only in the life and ministry of
Jesus can we behold the glory of divine
beneficence without any taint or dis-
tortion of human sin or failure,

Work In the World, 4, 5.

Man’'s lifetime in this world is short;
50 it was with the Son of Man. Let us
learn from Him the limitations of time;
there will not always be a tomorrow, so
far as this life is concerned. When life’s
ghort day is ended, our work here will be
ended too. Jesus i the true Light, the
Source of all light; we are only light
bearers, light reflectors. If we are to
reflect the light from above in the dark-
ness of this world, we must do it while
we are here,

‘Working a Wonder, 6, 7.

Perhaps some of us meed to learn
from the example of Jesus to avold
stereotyped patterms of procedure. It
seems that He was able to work won-
ders without dependence on any uni-
form formulas or rituals, We may be
sure that the means used were always
appropriate to the individual case.




Beliet, John 9:35-38.

Faith that availed for physical hesl-
ing was mot sufficient for spiritual life
The man born biind, perhaps because of
his strong desire for natural sight, had
believed in the ‘healing power of &
stranger enough to obey orders; and be-
cause that Stranger was Jesus, hia falth-
ful obedience obtained the sight which
he longed for. But he had a much
greater need for spiritual sight, and for
this he needed & spiritual faith.

Question of Faith, 35.

Verses omitted from the lesson text
tell us something of the man’s gratitude
and courage In testimony te the extent
of his knowledge and experience. But a
natural bellef in the existence of God s
not enough; a natural falth in the great-
ness and goodness of a miracle-working
man is not enough; saving faith in a
spiritual sense must come to rest in the
very Son of God. The vital question of
falth is not what or how much we be-
lieve, but whether we believe in the Son
of God, the Jesus Christ of the Bible,

Quintessence of Falth, 36, 37.

“How shall they believe in him of
whom they have not heard?” (Ra
10:14.) This man was privileged to hear
from Jesus Himself the identity of the
Son of God, but whether we hear it from
Him or from someone else testifying the
word of God concerning Him, the quin-
tessence of saving falth 15 fo get ace
quainted with Jesus; or, as the Bible
puts it, to recelve Him. (Jn. 1:12.)

Quickness of Falth, 38,

To 8 heart touched by divine grace,
faith can come in a flash. “Trying to be-
lieve” is an insult fo God. When we goet
our thinking untwisted, we can see how
ridiculous it is to doubt the word of the
God that cannot le. {Titus 1:2.) As this
man demonstrated, to believe Jesus 1s
to worship Him.

Belligerence, John 9:39-41.

If sinners will not come to Jesus, it
15 because of thelr natural bhelligerence
against all that is good and true and
holy, As Jesus Himself put it, “Light is
come Into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their
deeds were evil.” (Jn. 3:19.)

World and Reverses, 39.

A world turned away from hs Crea-
tor, a world in which even the religious
reject the revelation of God, needs to be
reversed under divine judgment. In the
redemptive work of Christ, preliminary
to eternal judgment, sinners who ac-~
knowledge thelr spiritual blindness are
given spiritual sight; while the self-
righteous, who pride themselves on their
religious vision, will be gbandoned to the
blindness of outer darkness.

Words and Refusal, 40.

Hearing the truth does not help iiose
who will not believe it. (He. 4:2.) The
Pharisees understood the words of Jesus
well enough to know that He was rebuk-
ing them; their question, “Are we blind
also?"” was rhetorical.

Wickedness Remalning, 41.

Complete blindness of understanding
and conscience, such as that of infants
and idiots, has no moral responsibility.
The Pharisees, however, though spiritu-
glly blind, had suffictent understanding
to be morally responsible, even boasting
of their religious discermment. There-
fore, since they would not repent, their
sin remained.

Key Verse:

#“Then spake Jesus again unto them,
saying, I am the light of the world: he
that followeth me shall not walk in
darlmess, but shall have the light of
life.”——John 8:12,

Glven some understanding of light as
a symbol of spiritual Ufe and of dark-
ness as a symbol of splritual death, the
verse does not seem too difiicult to un-
derstand. For true believers the impor-
tant question ds, How closely are we
fallowing Him? The closer we stay to
Jesus, the brighter the light in -which
we walk, the happler the life we live,



