LESSON 288

BREAD OF LIFE
Relnted Scripture: John 6:52-68

KEY VERSE: “For the bread of God
i{s he whick comeik down from heaven,
and giveth Iife unio the world.*—Jobn
6:33.

Lesson Scripture: John 6:35-51

Introduetion:

. Bread iz commonly called the staff of
life, because -many people. depend on
bread more than on sny other food for
thelr necessary nourishment. So bread
is an appropriate figure for the apiritual
food or sustenance for the soul provided
in Jesus Christ.

Since the life of the flesh is in the
blood, Jesus spoke not only of our eat-
ing His fiesh but also of our drinking
His blood. Of course- this is figurative
language used to represent our particl-
pation by faith in the merits of His fiesh
and blood.

Qur lesson this week is taken from
Jesus' preat discourse on this subject.
An outline follows:

1. Appetite, John 6:35, 36
2. Assurance, John §:37-40
a. God's will asserted, 37
. God's will accepted, 38
c. God’'s will assured, 39, 40
3. Antipathy, John 6:41-43
a. Murmured rejection, 41, 42
b, Murmurers rebuked, 43
4. Attraction, John 6:44-46
8. Drawn by the Father, 44
b. Drawn of the Father, 45
¢. Drawn to the Father, 46
5. Affirmation, John 6:47-50
a. Life In belleving, 47
b, ‘Life in the bread, 48-50

6. Atonement, John 6:51
Notes on the Printed Text:
Appetite, John 6:35, 8€.

Hungry souls that come to Jesus never’

go hungry again; thirsty souls that be-
lieve In Him never go thirsty agaln.
There Is abundant provislon in Him to
meet all our needs.

Yet there are people who refuse to
come, who refuse to believe. Seeing is
not always belleving: many people who
saw Jesus refused to believe in Him and
many more who have mnever seen Him
have newerthelesg belleved. It is not s0
much & question af evidenee as of con-
sclous need and desire. Hungry souls
need food: thirsty souls need drink; and
we satiafy our needs through faith in
Christ.

Assurance, John 6:37-40.

Proof ¢f truth is to be found In ex-
perience rather than argument. Most of
our supposed knowledge, however, la
merely an acceptance of what others
have told us. And “If we recelve the
witness of men, the witness of God Is
greater.” (I Jn. 5:8.) When we believe
God and experience something of His
truth in our own lives, we should gain
assurance that all His word is truth.

God’'s Will Asseried, 37.

Clearly in salvetion as In creation the
Initiative 18 God's. When the lost sinner
comes to Christ for salvation, it is be-
cause he s a part of God's gift to His
Son; and so of course the Son will not
cast him out. This glorious truth is not
due to any worth of our own. We are
dear to the Son because we were glven
to Him by the Father, a8 we are dear to
the Father because we belong to His
San.

God’s Will accepted, 38.

If the very Son of God in Hlg incarna-
tion subordinates His own will to the
awill of the Father, how can we do legs?
The will of the Son was never opposaed
to the Father's will, because when
tempted He refused to consider what
might be pleasing to His human nature;
‘His only concern on earth was 10 do the
will of His Father in heaven.

God’s Will Assured, 39, 40,

God did not give us to His Son 50 that
we ¢ould be lost again. No—He finishes
what He begins; He knows the end from
the beginning and makes no mistakes.
It is His purposeful will, sure to be ac-
complished, that the true believer in
Jesus has everlasting life and shall be
raigsed in the resurrection of the just,
We have God's word for this; to dispute
it is to call God & Uar. (I Jn. 5:10.)

Auntlpathy, John G:41-43.

HowevéF, there is In depraved man a
natural antipathy to God and to His
truth. Born enemies of God object espe-
cially to those doctrines of the word of
God which reveal them as the sinners
that they are, eternally lost except for
the intervention of divine grace.

Murmured Rejection, 41, £2.

Judging from ouiward appearances
and ‘with a predisposition to justify
themselves, the unbelleving Jews “‘mur-
mured at him.” At the moment, they
did not have the courage te reject Him
out Youd; but they were too strongly at-

_ tached to their sins to accept His claims.

Murmurers Rebulked, 43,

Reasonable explanations are provided
for souls In honest perplexity, but for re-
bellious murmurers the appropriate an-
swer 19 rebuke: “Murmur not among
yourselves,” When we reslly desire to
understand some difficult truth of God's
word, we shall confer with Him instead
of consorting with His enemles,

Afttraction, John §:44-46,

Because of inherent depravity, by na-
ture “there is none that seeketh after
God."” {Ro. 3:11.) 'True, it is the sinner’s
duty to seek after God; it Is an aggrava-
tion of his guilt that he is satisfied to
remain a sinner, Nevertheless the sim-
ple truth 4s that, left to themselves,
apart from divine grace, sinners do not
wish to be saved; they will not come to
the Savlor.



Drawn by the Father, 44

S0 in order to glve us to Hizs Son, the
Father must draw us; otherwise we
never would come. When the gospel is
preached, only God knows who will be-
lleve; and He tells us plainiy that thoge
who come to the Savior come because
He draws them. There is no doubt, how-
ever, a3 to the destiny of the sinner who
is drawn and so comes: *“I will raise him
up at the last day.”

Dravn of the Father, 45.

Hearing the word of God and so learn-
Ing of Him is the means that God uses
to bring the slnner to Christ through
faith. {(Ro, 10:17.) Both the wrltten
word and the Ioly Spirit Who by His
_convicting and regenerating power en-
ables us to repent and belleve the gospel
are provided for us from God the Father
in heaven. It i3 thus that we learn of
or from the Father and therefore come
to Jesus.

Drawn to the Father, 48.

Finally we come to the realization that
God the Father is not visible to human
eyes; no man except the Son of God
become the Son of Man has seen the
Father with perfect vislon; only He is
able to reveal God to us perfectly; and
80 In coming to Him we come td the
Father, and in seelng Him we see the
Father, (Jn., 14:9.) So the Father in
drawing us to His Son draws us to
Himself.

Affirmation, John 6:47-80.

“Verlly, verily" emphasizes the impor-
tance and calls attention to the truth of
the words which follow. Jesus spoke
nothing but truth, and we need to heed
all His words; yet we should give spe-
cial attention ‘when ¥e says, “Verily,
verily.”

Life in Belisving, 47.

If the faith ig genuine, everlasting life
is affirmed as a present possession.
Surely there are conscious or uncon-
scious hypocrites whose faith is bogus,
but this is no excuse for disputing the
word of our Lord. “Let God be true, but
every man a liar.” (Ro. 3:4.)

Life in the Bread, 48-50.

Under the figure of bread, Jesus ex-
plains the kind or guality of faith that
saves: it is faith that personally appro-
priates the merits of Christ to our souls
as eating appropriates the nourishment
of bread to our bodies. A great differ-
ence, however, between natural food and
the bread of life is that the fathers who
ate manna In the wilderness died, but
the sinner who by faith partakes of the
merits of Christ, the bread of life, shall
never die.

Atonement, John 6:51.

Christ Himself is this bread of life, or
living bread. The life of the flesh is in the
blood, and it is the blood that makes an
atonement for the soul. Because of His
offering of Himself as a subatitutionary
sacrifice for sinners, and His resurrec-
tion victory over all the powers of death
and hell, He is qualified to bestow the
gift of everlasting life fo all His people.

Key Verse:

“@or the bread of God is he which
cometh down from heaven, and giveth
life unte the world.”—-John 6:33.

Bread of God imparts to us the life
of God, “and this life is in his Sen.” (I
Jn. 5:1L.)




