LESSON 227 .

TRIBUTE TO CAESAR
Related Scripture: I Corinthians 1:17-81

KEY VERSES: “Submit yourselves to
every ordinance of man tor the Lord's
saka: whether it be to the king, as su-
preme; or unio governors, as unio them
that are sent by hMm for the punishment
.of svildoers, aud for.the praise of them
thot do well.’—~] Peter 2:13. 14, .

Leason ture: Matiliew 22:15-22;
Acts §:24-32

Intreduction:

Religious controversles can be the
flercest of all controversies, and re-
ligious persecutions have been among
the bloodiest persecutions in history. The
question. of submission -to constiiuted
authority becomes somewhat complicat-
ed when the religion of the government
is different from that of the pecple sub-
ject to that government. ’

Under the Old Testament theocracy,
the government of Israel was supposed
to govern for the God of Israel, and our
American ideas of freedom for all re-
ligions would have been completely out
of place. ‘Ideally, the Israelite prophet,
priest, and king were alike mere serv-
gnts of the God of Israel, comm!tted
alike ‘to maintsin true worship and to
destroy.idolatry. ‘

But Israel failed and fell, as its own
history and Its own prophets testify. God
in judgment purged His choaen people
from gross material idolatry; yet as a
people they have never returned spiritu-
ally to Him, but have rejected their own
Mesasiah,

At the time of Christ's earthly min-
istry two thousand years ago, the Israel-
ftes (or Jews, as they came to be called)
were under the government of the Ro-
man Caesars; but they were permitted
to continue the practice of their own re-
ligion under the authority of their own
religious leaders. In this situation there
was naturally a great deal of argument
among the Jews as to how far they
should submit to the superior mliltary
-authority of Rome, or just where they
‘should draw the lines between religlous
duties and political necessity, ‘

Problems like thege are still with us,
and modern religious leaders are gener-
ally giving the wrong answers. On the
one hand, “‘social gospelers” support the
plans of athelstlc communlism to. destroy
our .freedom; on the pther hand, they
demand for themselves and their follow-
ers the "right” to disobey and disrupt
all authority that they do not lke and
canngt control. :

.Genuine ‘bellevers in Christ xmust ‘get
back to the original teachings of Chriat
Himself and to the inspifed words of His
apostles for guldance in these troubled
times, when most supposed Christlan
leaders, 1lke most of the later kings and
priests of Israel, are blind leaders of
the blind.

For an outline of the lesson, we note:

1. Necessary Taxes, Matthew 22:15-22
a. Religious rebeilion, 15-17
b. Righteous realiam, 18-21
¢. Rehuffed recalclirants, 22
2, Necessary Testimony, Acts 5:24-32
.&. Impious tyranny, 24-26
b. Impudent tirade, 27, 28
c. Imperatlve tenet, 28
d. Imperial testimony, 30-32

Notes on the Printed Text:

Necessary Taxes, Matthew 22:15-22,

Almost nobody llkes to pey taxes, but
almost .everybody can understand- that
taxes are necessary to government, Moat
of us mgy agree that taxes are generally
*too high and that we could do with much
less government; yet the fact remains
that anarchy is worse than taxation:
we must have government, even if it
does coat too much History has demon-
strated again and again that even op-
pressive government is better than no
government at all,

Rellgious Rebelllon, 15-17.

‘When religlous people are in rebellion
against God, it can he expected that they
will be in rebellion also egainst earthly.
authorities. Rellgious leaders of God's
Old Testament pecple had been given
authority of life and death over the peo-
ple—far greater authority on the hu-
man level than our Lord has given to
Hig New Testament church. But they
had showed themselves unfit to govern
and had lost mué¢h of their authority to
Rome. (Jn. 18:31.)

S0 the religious leaders were discred-
ited before God and man. They had
themselves  rebelled ageainst God and
were “making the word of God of none
effect” through their -tradition. (Mk.
7:13.) It §s small wonder then that, hav-
ing .dared to usmirp autherity from God,
they dared also to question the author-
ity of Caesar. Yet, with all their con-
fuslon, hypocrisy, and contradictlons,
they &tlll waoted other people to obey
them,

Among the various Jewlsh sects, the
Pharisees were the atrictest religioniats,
while the Herodians were political com-
promisers. It was a nice combination to
ask a tricky question. Their compliment
of Jesus In verse 16 was no doubt Insin-
oere and Intended to be sarcastic, but in
gpite of themselves for a moment they
spoke the truth,

. Righteous Realinm, 18-21,
. Diplomacy may have its place -amid

- the conflicts-of falllble human opinions,

but Jesus wss embodied Truth, and
scorned the languege of diplomacy. Hav-
ing perfect knowledge of reality, - He
could call things and people by their
right nemes without ever making a mis-
take, He knew that His questionars were
hypocrites, and He told them so.

EBut the question remalned to be an-

‘swered, for cur sake if not for the sake

of the hypocrites. And the greatest
Teacher In history demonstrated again
the power of righteous realism In facing
the problems of life. People who handle
Caesar's money must recognize Caesar’s
title to that money. ’



Rebuffed Recaleltrants, 22.

‘“When they had heard" the answer of
Jesus, His hypocritical gquestioners were
temporarily rebuffed, “and went their
way.” It is not Hkely that any minds
were changed; they had not been seeking
the truth, but setting a trap. When their
attempt failed, they withdrew for a time,
but they were still recalcitrant.

Necessary Testimony, Acts 5:24-32.

Testimony to the truth is necessary,
not because everybody will hear and be-
leve: it, but because God has command-
ed it. In the Old Testament, God toid
Ezekiel, “Thou shalt speak my words
unto. them, whether they will hear, or
whether they will forbear: for they are

.most rebellious.”” (Eze. 2:7.) So Christ

has commanded us to “preach the gos-
pel to every creature.” (Mk, 16:15.) The
guestion of whether or not people wisb
to hear the truth is irrelevant to our ob-
ligation to preach it.

Implous Tyranny, 24-28.

Governing authorities, religious or ir-
religious, are *“ordained of God” (Ro,
13:1), and therefore are generally to be
obeyed by God's people. But whenever
any human authority (be it king, pope,
priest, council, convention, pastor, or
church) sets Itself in open opposition
to the plain commands of God, then at
that point it has forfelted its claim to
authority and its right to be obeyed.

Religious authorities at Jerusalem had

. forbidden the preaching of the gospel

and hagd put the apostles in prison. “But
the angel of the Lord by night opened
the prison doors, and brought them forth,
and said, Go, stand and speak In the
temple to the people all the words of
this lfe.” (Verses 15, 20.) The implous
tyrants “feared the people” (v. 26), and
s0 did not wish to press thelr persecu-
tion too far or too fast.

Impudent Tirade, 27, 28.

With no apparent shame or embar-
rassment, the hypocritical high priest
boasted of the council's strict command

.and In the. aame. breath. complained . to

the apostles, *Ye have filled Jerusalem
with your doctrine, and intend to bring
Ahizs man’s blood upon us.” Only a few
weeks earller, the leaders had taught the

.. people to say, “His blood be on us, and

on our chlldren.” {Mat. 27:25.) But now
they impudently sought to disclaim re-
spansibility.

Imperative Tanet, 29.

Cur duty to God muat come firgt. This
iy & very simple and inescapable sxdom
for all who know the true God. Certainly
we must admit that there may be falso
claimns &f religious obligation, so-that
earthly rulers cannct be .expected to
recognize every possible claim to re-
‘Ugious freedom. But true worshipers of
the true God must be reidy and willing
"to suffer the consequences if their obedi-
ence to. Him invoives discbedience to the
laws or commandments of men.

.Imperial Testimony, 30-52.

Children of God should show all due
respect to constituted authorities, but we
need offer no apology for our testimony
to divine truth. We serve the God of our
{spiritual) fathers; our crucified Savior
is our risen Lord; and the Holy Spirit
joing with us in imperial teatimony to
the glorious truth.

Hey Verses:

“Submit yourselves to every ordinance
of man for the Lord's sake: whether it
be to the king, as supreme; or unto gov-
ernors, &5 unto them that are sent by
him for the punishment of evildoers, and
for the pralse of them that do well."—
I Peter 2:13, 14.

Our obedience “to every ordinance of
man" la “for the Lord's sake.” For His
sake we must obey even those laws that
we may persanally dislike. Earthly rul-
ers “are sent by him for the punishment
of evildoers, and for the pralse of them
that do well.” If we must suffer punish-
ment at human hands, let it not be for
evildoing, but for obedlence to God. For
His sake, let us be sure of our ground
bhefore we disobey duly constituted hu-
man authorities.




