LESSON 193

THE CHURCH BAPTIZED
Related Scripture: Acts 1:1-11

KEY VERSE: “For John {ruly bap-
tfzed with water; but ye shall be bap-
tized with the Holy Ghost not many days
hence”—Acts 1:5.

Lesson Scripture: Acts 2:1-4, 14-21,
86, 41-43

Introduction:

Baptism in the literal sense, as all
Informed persons know, is immersion in
water. Respectable scholars even of de-
fiominations that substitute sprinkling
for baptism admit to this fact.

Salvation 1s one thing and baptism is
another. Saved persons are commanded
to be baptized—after they are saved or
born again. Baptism does not save or
help to save, in the sense of regeneration,
but is an ordinance symbolizing the gos-
pel believed by the born-again ehild of
God.

Likewisc, baptism in the Holy Spirit
did not create, form, or give birth to
any church. The church of our L.ord Jesus
Christ was organized by Himself during
His own personal ministry, and it was
this church which was haptized all at
once on the day of Pentecost.

As the individual believer is scriptur-
ally baptized (in water) only once, and
that after his new birth; so the church
as an institution was baptized (in the
Spirit) only once, and that some two
or three years after its organization.
Similar signs of the Spirit's presence and
power were given on other cccasions for
spécial reasons, but the baptism in. the
Spirit took place only at Pentecost, once
and for all.

Literal baptisin (in water) of the In-
dividual believer is prerequisite to church
membership; so the baptism of the whole
church in the Holy Spirit was prerequi-
site to .the.exercise of divine, power in
obeying the divine command. (Acts 1:8.)

Some popular superstitions and preju-
dices contradict the simple truths de-
clared above. Before the reader jumps
to any conclusions, let him carefully
study the lesson under the following
outline: .

1. Descent of Power, Acts 2:1-4

a. Power of Spirit, 1

bh. Power of sound, 2

c. Power of sight, 3

d. Power of speech, 4

,2. Defense of Power, Acts 2:14-16

a. Getting attention, 14

b. Giving assurance, 15

¢. Gaining authority, 16

3. Destiny of Power, Acts 2;17-21
a. Power in service, 17, 18
b. Power in signs, 19, 20
¢. Power in salvation, 21
Declaration of Power, Acts 2:36
5. Decisions of Power, Acts 2:41-43

a. Believers baptized, 41

b. Fellowship followed, 42

c. Apostles accredited, 43

'S

Notes on the Printed Text:

Descent of Power, Acts 2:1-4.

There is general agreement that what
took place on the day of Pentecost was
what John the Baptist earlier (Mat. 3:11;
Mk 1:8: Lu. 3:16; Jn. 1:33) and Jesus
shortly before His return to heaven (Acts
1:5) called baptism “with” (more prop-
erly in) the Holy Ghost. Beyond this
point, there is much disagreement . in
“Interpretation” of what took place and
of its significance for us.

We need to beware of “interpretations”
that set forth doctrines not to be found
in the Inspired word, or what Is worse,
doctrines opposed to what the word
clearly says. So numerous and varied
are the heresies in this connection that
I shall not try to deal with them in this
short lesson, deeming it more important
to set forth an honest study of what the
Bible tells ua.

Power of Spirit, 1.

That all the members of the church
were at the same place at the same timo
and of the same mind (“with one ac-
cord”) is sufficient evidence of the power
of the Holy Spirit in their hearts. Men
do not so agree in the things of God, even
children of God do not so agree, apart
from the leading and power of His Spirit.

As John the Baptist was “filled with
the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's
wamb” {(Lu. 1:15); as the same Spirit
“descended in a bodily shape like a dove”
upon Jesus at His baptism (Lu. 3:22);
as Jesus later proclaimed His anointing
by. ‘the Spirit of the Lord ... to preach
the gospel” (Lu. 4:18); 8o now the same
Spirit of God had led the members of
that first church, through a week of
prayer in the temple (Lu. 24:53) follow-
ing the ascent of their risen Lord, to
‘await for the promise of the Father”
which they had heard of Him (Aects 1:4),

Power of Souud, 2.

A sound came from heaven. It sounded
like ““a rushing mighty wind,” but it is
not said that there was any wind. This
sound, “as of” a wind, “filled all the
house where they were sitting.” God
did not need a wind to make & sound
like a wind; the sound did not come from
a wind, but from heaven.

Power of Sight, 3.

“Cloven tongues” were divided or dis-
tributed tongues; not that each tongue
was divided, but that they were parted
or distributed, so that one fiery appear-
ance of a tongue “sat"” upon each mem-

- ber of the church. Again, it is not said

that there was any fire, but simply that
the appearance of the tongues was “like
as of fire.”

Power of Speech, 4.

Now the symbolism of the wind-like
roar and of the fiery tongues beccmes
evident: it is the Holy Spirit that gives
power to His people for witnessing.
{Acts 1:8.) The church was baptized or
immersed in the Spirit, the sound of
Whose presence filled the house, and in-
dividual members “were aill filled with
the Holy Ghost.”

"Tongues” in this verse means lan-
guages, as is clearly shown in verses 5
through 11. There was no insane or un-
intelligible gibberish:; the Spirit miracu-
lously “gave utterance” to each member
so that they were able individually to

-witness in forelgn languages to the

foreign-speaking Jews of “the wonderful
works of God.”



Defense of Power, Acts 2:14-16.

Naturally those who heard native
Gallleans speaking other languages, to
which they (the speakers) were not ac-
customed, were amazed and curious.
Others in the crowd, perhaps overhear-
ing languages which they could not un-
derstand, mockingly said, “These men
are full of new wine.,” Perhaps it was
this charge (v. 13) that moved Peter to
offer what started as a defense and went
on to become a great sermon.

Getting Attention, 14.

When perhaps  nearly all the people
were sitting, Peter stood with the other
apostles and “lifted up his voice” to get
attention. His opening words were cal-
culated to hold that attention as he urged
the "men of Judea” and ali that dwelt at
Jerusalem to listen to him in order to get
the facts, as we would say.

Giving Assurance, 15.

“These are not drunken, as ye sup-
pose.! The mere denial might move the
mockers to consider another possibility.
Besides, it was too early in the morning
for so many to be drunk.

Gaining Authority, 16.

Citation of inspired scripture, however,
gains authority for the speaker betfer
than any amount of uninspired argument.
It is noteworthy that most of Peter’s
sermon consists of quotations from Old
Testament scriptures. The Holy Spirit
does not lead preachers to neglect or
jgnore His word.

Destiny of Power, Acts 2:17-21.

Prophecies of God's word must be ful-
filled. Current events were in accord with
-prophecy; therefore these manifestations
of divine power, along with others still to
come, were destined to fulfill the infal-
lible word.

Power in Service, 17, 18.

Miraculous gifts of prophecy, visions,
and dreams were among the manifest
operations of the Holy Splrit, Of course,
people ean prophesy after g fashion, and
have visions and dreams of sorts, with-
out any special work of the Spirit. But
the Holy Spirit is God, and cannot lie.
(Titus 1:2.) His miraculous gifts are not
subject to error or failure, but are given
to enable His servants to render effec-
tive and acceptable service.

Power in Signs, 19, 20,

If the miraculous gifts of the Spirit
were mostly for the apostolic age, the
miraculous signs “in heaven above” and
“in the earth beneath” are reserved for
the days immediately before “that great
and notable day of the Lord.” Just how
the sun shall be turned into darkness,
and the moon into blood, we shail have
to wait to see. We can be sure that God
has abundant power to show the slgns
He has promised.

Power in Salvation, 21.

Here is something more wonderful than
miraculous gifts or miraculous signs, and
soniething just as true today as ever:
“Whosoever shall call on the name of the
Lord shall be saved,” This is better for
us than any other manifestation of divine
power, See Luke 10:20.

Declaration of Poiver, Acts 2:38.

Peter had in effect promised (v. 14) to
make something known to his audience.
Now he plainly declared the central fact:
The “house of Israel” had disbelieved,
despised, rejected, hated, and crucified
Jesus; but *God hath made that same
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord
and Christ.”” This truth of the gospel,
that the crucified Christ is the risen Lord,
coming again to judge and punish His
enemles, is “the power of God unto sal-
vatio}n to every-one that believeth.” (Ro.
1:16.

Decisions of Power, Acts 2:41-43,

When men are brought face to face
with vital truth they are forced to a de-
cision either to accept or to reject It.
To postpone g decision is in effect a
temporary decision to reject the truth,
and such temporary decisions often be-
come permanent. The gospel of Christ is
the most important truth that men have
to face, and the Holy Spirit's greatest
work has to do with confronting the
world with this truth and sco convicting
men “of sin, and of righteousness, and of
judgment.” (Jn. 16:8.)

Believers Baptized, 41.

Unbelievers must remain unbaptized,
in a Biblical sense; but “they that gladly
received his word were baptized.” The
Holy Spirit never leads God's children to
disobey His word. Genuine believers re-’
joice in ‘the word of God, and when
rightly taught and led by the Spirit they
are baptized and “added to the church”
(v. 47).

Fellowship Followed, 42.

This is the way baptized bhelievers
ought to behave in any church. Having
apostolic baptisrn (immersion In water
of a believer in the gospel to declare his
faith under Biblical suthority), they
ought always to continue “in the apos-
tles’ doctrine and fellowship.” This will
include the “breaking of bread” In the
Lord's supper, and prayers to the God of
their salvation.

Apostles Accredited, 43.

Mark says that the Lord was “working
with them, and confirming the word with.
sighs following.” (Mk. 16:20,) Paul writes
of the apostolic testimony that God was
“pearing them witness, both with signs
and wonders, and with divers miracles,
and glfts of the Holy Ghost, according to
his own will" ‘(He. 2:4) With such
manifestations of the divine presence and
power, “fear came upon every soul.”

Key Verse:

“For John truly baptized with water;.
but ve shall be baptized with the Holy
Ghost not many days hence,”—Acts 1:5.

Baptism in the Holy Spirit at Pente-
cost accredited the church which Jesus
had organized and commissioned as a
continuing authority to carry on His
work, which included the ordinence of
baptism In water first administered by
John the Baptist. Scripturally speaking,
the individual believer can be baptized
in water only once (Eph. 4:5); so the
church as an institution was baptized in
the Fioly Spirit only once, and that on
the day of Pentecost, about a week after
Jesus spolie the words of this verse.




